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On the Congruction of Meaning by VVoice—
Try an Ontologica Hermeneutic
Reading of J. G. Herde's
“Essay onthe Origin of Language’

Yuan-Tse, Lin

National Central University, Graduate Institute of Philosophy
Address: N0.300, Jhongda Rd., Jhongli City, Taoyuan County 320, Taiwan
E-mail:ytlin@nccu.edu.tw

Abstract

This paper contains a reinterpretation of J. G. Herder’'s “Essay on
the Origin of Language” from an ontological hermeneutic perspective.
The author points out that the proposal of Herder for his philosophy of
language presents a theory of meaning which emphasizes the important
role of voice in the construction of meaning of words. Herder criticizes
both of SiBmilch’'s “theory of god's origin of language” and
Condillac’s “theory of animal origin of language”, because they cannot
overcome the antinomy between meaning and voice in the traditional
philosophy of language. In each side of this antinomy the functions of
language will be narrowed. In order to bridge the gap between the two
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Herder developed his theory of meaning in which “the ontological
priority of hearing”, “the co-construction of language and reason” and
“the world-disclosing function of language” are explained.

Keywords: theory of origin of language, J. G. Herder,
theory of meaning, philosophy of language,
ontological her meneutics
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